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and their political ambitions, the former being much
more intense and decisive than the latter. There were
two Workers' Parties, and two Syndicalist organisations.

The Socialist Party was founded half a century ago, and
it developed under the Marxist leadership of its founder,
Pablo Iglesias, who started with a struggle against the
Republican Parties of that period, and afterwards estab-
lished a long collaboration with them, a collaboration
which produced a certain moderate tone, by means of
which, during the difficult years of the dictatorship of
General Primo de Rivera, Iglesias was enabled to act in
various state organisations, especially in those which
governed the relationships between workers and em-
ployers, without forgetting his revolutionary aims. This
allowed him to continue his struggle within the law
without betraying his own tradition. A proof of this was
that the Socialist Party played an important part in the
proclamation of the Republic.

And once the Republic was established this party took
an active part in the administration from the very first,
working with other republican parties both of the
Right and Left. It was the only party of the masses
which the republican and democratic bourgeoisie could
support. The U.G.T. also supported it, as will be seen
later.

No other political force had so many personalities among
its leaders. It included men who had had their training
in the proletarian struggle in Parliament, in Press circles,
at the University, and nearly all these men, among whom

15